Fishy Fish Activity
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Before starting the activity, answer the following questions:

1.  What are some examples of surface tension that you can see around you?

2. How does surface tension play into creating soap bubbles?

3. Will the surface tension of a liquid change if you mix another liquid into it? Why or why not?

Materials

· 1 Fish template
· Scissors (1 pair)

· Medicine dropper (filled with dishwashing liquid)

· shallow pan
· Tap water, enough to fill the pan halfway
Procedure
1. Cut out one paper fish per group. 

2. Fill the pan halfway with tap water. 

3. Have a member from the group gently place the fish on the water's surface at one end of the pan. 

4. Using the medicine dropper, a member from the group should carefully place a drop of dishwashing liquid in the hole in the center of the fish. Record your observations in the space provided.  Record what the fish does after one drop, two drops, three drops, etc…  What does the paper fish do? 

	OBSERVATIONS:

	


Post-Activity Questions  
1.  What happened when you dropped the dishwashing liquid into the hole in the fish?

2.  Why do you think this happened? (any scientific principles we know?)

3.  How would using a different substance, such as oil, instead of dishwashing liquid affect the results of this experiment?

4.  How long did it take the fish to “swim” from one side of the pan to the other?

5.  How might the water temperature affect the speed at which the fish “swims”?  Why?

6.  Design an experiment that would decrease the time it takes the fish to “swim” across the pan.  Include explanations of any variations you would make in the materials or the set up.  Describe how you would record your data to ensure the time was faster.

